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Googlein Grand Rapids
Grand Rapids bids to be first city with ultra-high speed broadband fiber optic Internet from Google
the city, said. “I think we offer an
almost hand-in-glove match for
what Google’s corporate culture
A new initiative by a local is like. It’s really a laid-back, very
technological company may push creative, ‘let’s just do the right
Grand Rapids down
thing and work
the fast-track super
“I think (Grand
hard at doing that’
highway to better
corporate culture
Rapids)
offers
an
Internet.
and Grand Rapids
almost hand-in
Spearheaded
has a foundation of
by
Doug
Lang
glove match for what that.”
and
the
Grand
In a meeting
Google's corporate
Rapids Technology
Tuesday, the group
Partnership,
the
culture is like.”
gathered to hold
new
project,
an
open
forum
DOUG LANG
“Google Fiber for
of discussion in
FOUNDER OF GRTP
Communities” is an
-* an effort to gain
effort to nominate
community support.
Grand Rapids for an ultra-high Google asked for creative ways to
fiber optic
speed
broadband
network offered by Google, which
See Google, A2
would deliver Internet speeds
more than 100 times faster than
what most Americans have access
to today.
As one of the competing sites
Last month, the Internet super
bidding for Google's ultra-fast fiber
giant Google announced its plans
optic broadband Internet, one city
to test this high-speed Internet and
in Kansas has taken more dramatic
one-gigabit-per-second
transfer
measures.
speed
in select communities
On
Monday, Topeka, Kan.,
across the nation. Since the
unofficially changed its name to
announcement, numerous cities
"Google" for the month of March.
including West Hartford, Conn.,
Mayor Bill Bunten hopes it
Burlington, Vt., Greensboro, N.C,,
will give the city an advantage in
and Kalamazoo, Mich., have all
earning Google's attention.
put in a bid for Google to choose
"It's just fun. We're having a
their cities.
good time of it," Bunten told CNN
“I think Grand Rapids is
about the name change. "There's a
qualified for this because we have
lot of good things that are going on
a lot to offer,” Lang, founder of
in our city"
the GRTP, who hopes to nominate
By Liz Reyna
GVL Staff Writer
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Grand Rapids, Michigan - Wikipedia, the free encydopei
Grand Rapids is a city in the U S. state of Michigan The city is locate*
and is approximately 30 miles from Lake Michigan ...

History - Geography - Cityscape - Quito
en.wikipedia org/wiki/Grand Rapids, Michigan - Cached - Similar
Courtesy Graphic / Google
Grand Rapids is one of several cities bidding for the installation of Google's new
high-speed Internet. Should GR win the bid, students could benefit with jobs.

Google on the map

John Ball Zoo welcomes
new animals, another
season of visitors
By Nadira Kharmai
GVL Staff Writer

The John Ball Zoo reopened
Monday after a three-month
closure. Almost 300 people visited
the zoo opening day, which zoo
marketing director Krys Bylund
described as “really unusual” for
the first day of March.
“The weather was beautiful
and people were excited about the
reopening,” Bylund said.
The reopening was not the
only thing that caught peoples’
attention; the new addition of a
snow leopard also brought in more
visitors than expected. Additions
continue at the zoo, as they will
also host Mighty Mike, the largest
alligator north of Florida, by
June.
“We expect a strong outcome,
especially since we have a new
animal and another one coming
soon, too,” Bylund said.

GVL / Eric Coulter
Compassion and empathy are important skills nursing students learn from the very beginning of their curriculum.

Nursing curriculum includes

nkharmai @ lanthorn .com

■

focus on communication skills
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Kirkhof College of
Nursing emphasizes
role of empathy in
modern patient care
By Molly Waite
GVL Staff Writer

hr* • Courtesy Photo / 9to5mac
A snow leopard joined the John Ball Zoo.
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When a new student enters the
nursing program at Grand Valley
State University, he or she should
expect to learn more than the
skills for patient care but also the
importance of empathy.
The professors at the Kirkhof
College of Nursing emphasize
the significant role empathy
plays
in
the
nurse-patient
relationship and expect nursing
students to understand the patient
perspective.
“We discuss empathy when we
talk about communication with
patients,” said Deborah Bambini,
associate professor of nursing.
“The nurse-patient relationship
is the basis for nursing care and
portraying empathy is necessary

to communicate understanding, into the nursing curriculum. The
perceive the patient’s reality and simulations will deal with various
encourage the patient to share scenarios, including delivering the
their feelings. This is crucial news of a death, which Bambini
in acting as a patient advocate, will be involved in planning.
Freshman
which 1 believe ...
Andrea Wisler, a
is nursing’s primary
“Knowing about
nursing major, has
role.”
and relating to
already seen the
Philosophical
importance placed
your patient will
courses
are
not
on the ability to
required for nursing
help you care for
empathize
with
majors
beyond
them and treat
patientsinthehealth
general
education
care professions.
requirements,
their illness in the
“There is a lot
Bambini
said.
most effective way
of emphasis placed
Though a philosophy
possible.”
on learning how
background
may
to empathize with
be beneficial for
ANDREA WISLER
patients,”
Wisler
nursing
students,
GVSU FRESHMAN
said.“It’s important
the curriculum is
to understand where
constrained
by
university they are coming from in all aspects
accreditation
and
requirements, as well as keeping of person, emotions, physical
the credit load reasonable for pain, family and environment. It
all contributes to the well-being
students.
Empathy is, however, included of a person.”
Wisler will enter the actual
throughout many of the nursing
program
her junior
courses, and there are plans to nursing
incorporate simulation exercises
See Nursing, A2

GVSU's endowment returns have
declined since 2008, but the first
six months of fiscal year

2010

already show improvement.

GV fares above average
in worst investment year
since Great Depression
By Lauren Fitch
GVL Managing Editor

For a university receiving
$63.5 million in endowments,
Grand Valley State University
fared relatively well in the
2009 fiscal year, which saw
the worst return on endowment
investments in 36 years.
According to a survey of
864 U.S. and Canadian higher
education institutions, college
endowments declined by an
average of 23 percent with
a return of -18.7 percent,
as reported by the National
Association of College and
University Business Officers.
GVSU’s
endowments
decreased in net value by
14.9 percent, according to
the NACUBO survey, which
took into account withdrawals
from the operations expenses,
payment of endowment and
investment fees, additional
gifts and investment gains and
losses.
Endowment
funds
are
donations
invested
“The
by
the
endowment
university
to earn a
fund
profit. The
investments
donor or the
university
are
specifies
continuously
what
monitored
for
percentage
of
the performance."
interest will
be
spent
BRIAN
each year,
COPELAND
leaving theGVSU ASSISTANT
principle
VICE PRESIDENT
gift
FOR BUSINESS &
untouched.
FINANCE
Endowments provide a reliable
source of
income for the
university and its students.
Maintaining value about
8 percentage points better
than the national average, the
students at GVSU are reaping
the benefits of the university’s
financial sense.
“The
endowment
fund
investments are continuously
monitored for performance,”
said Brian Copeland, assistant
vice president for Business &
Finance. “The strategy utilized
for managing the investments is
to take a long-term view of the
fund, knowing that in the short
term there will be significant
fluctuations in performance.
This approach is preferable to
attempting to time the market
fluctuations.”
The majority of GVSU’s 250
endowments are specified for
scholarship use. with only a few
going to the general fund, which
means individual students feel
the effects most directly of a
fluctuating market.
Pam Brenzing, controller
of GVSU’s accounting staff,
credited GVSU’s relatively
stable endowment value to the
team of investors managing the
funds.
“The university engages a
reputable consulting company,
Cambridge & Associates, to
assist with the investment
management,” she said. “In
See Investments, A2
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Google
continued from page A1

introduce one’s city to the
Internet company, which
the
meeting aimed
at
discussing.
Lang says the “mindbogglingly fast” Internet
would allow for a better
user experience for most
people if the program was
implemented.
It is ail part of historic
technological change, said
Gerald DeHondt, Grand
Valley
State
University
computing and information

systems professor. Which,
hypothetically, if accepted,
could put Grand Rapids on
the map.
“1
think
(Google’s
arrival)would mean a lot,”
DeHondt said. "Bandwidth
has historically been a
bottleneck in the Internet. If
you think back through the
initial dial-up connections,
the ability to deliver content
has
allowed
significant
leaps in technology and by
opening up a bigger pipe in
the area, it would serve as a
good proof of concept and
test bed for other areas and
Grand Rapids would be on

the forefront.”
One obvious benefit of
Google in Grand Rapids
would be a boost to the
area’s economy.
Paul
Isely,
GVSU
economics
department
chair and researcher of
technological change, said
hypothetically, if Google
were to choose Grand
Rapids, the city would
go through a number of
economic steps. First, he
said, would be a capital
investment, which includes
the new infrastructure and
new devices needed to
complete the construction
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phase. The true economic
benefit, though, would come
from how people end up
using that extra bandwidth
to think creatively.
‘‘Getting something hightech like this over other
cities. No. 1 means you
would have companies that
would build here to take
advantage of that,” he said.
‘‘No. 2, you have upfront
jobs of putting it in place,
and No. 3, it’s advertising
for your city ... so getting
that name recognition for
Grand Rapids would be
huge.”
Google plans to allow
open access to the network,
which means competitors
can use the new system. Lang
said allowing competition
builds great partnership with
businesses in the community
and could potentially lower
telecommunication
prices
for customers.
One of the main goals
of the GRTP, he said, is to
“foster Grand Rapids toward
becoming a technological
hub city ... (and to) help stop
some of the brain drain that
is going on in Michigan,”
where
young
tech-savy
people are going elsewhere
for careers.
Google’s network could
help with both of these
missions.
‘‘If Google did not choose
Grand Rapids, though, it
would not be in vain,” Lang
said. “We want to broaden
horizons for high technology
... (and) we’re going to
renovate Grand Rapids in a
sustainable way.”
For more information
on
the
Grand
Rapids
Technology Partnership visit
http://www.grtp.org.

lreyna@lanthorn .com
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Social Justice Activist
'The Front Lines of the War Against Child Sex Trafficking’

Over the pasr twenty years, Brigitte and Joseph haw
worked to bring world-wide attention to the tragic crisis
of the sex trade. Each year more than ONE MILLION
women and children are kidnapped and sold into sex
slavery. Maiti Nepal, founded by Brigitte and Joseph is
a charitable organization based in Kathmandu, Nepal,
formed in 1993 to combat the sex traff icking of women
and children.
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continued pom page A1

year, but she is positive
learning about empathy
will greatly benefit her in
her career.
“Knowing about and
relating to your patient will
help you care for them and
treat their illness in the most
effective way possible,”
Wisler said. “As a nurse,
1 will spend the most time
with the patient and I will
be caring for them the most.
Doctors
only
diagnose
and prescribe treatments,
but I will see the patient
holistically.”
Neither
Wisler
nor
Bambini
believe
it
is
possible to be a nurse
without empathizing with
patients.
More than four years of

Investments
continued pom page A1

addition,
management
solicits advice from an
Advisory
Committee
comprised
of
local
investment professionals.”
Jim
Bachmeier, vice
president of Finance and
Administration,
also
assists with managing the
investments, though he was
unavailable for comment at
the time of press.
Copeland said GVSU’s
endowments have had a
negative return rate since
the 2008 fiscal year, though
the six months ending Dec.
31, 2009, reported a return
of 15.3 percent.
NACUBO officials also
noted investments have
steadily improved following
the rocky 2009 fiscal year,
which was the worst for
investors since the Great
Depression.
In 2008, the Senior
Management
Team
for
Endowment
Spending

education are not necessary
to perform psychomotor
skills such as starting
an
IV,
Bambini
said.
Nursing is more about
understanding how being
on IV therapy will impact
the
patient,
physically
and psychologically, and
helping to mitigate those
problems.
“I decided to become a
nurse because I’ve always
had a passion for helping
people,” Wisler said. “As
a nurse, you are given
the opportunity to care
for people at the most
vulnerable times in their
lives, and to know that you
make such an influential
difference in your patients’
lives is much more valuable
to me than any salary I could
receive for my work.”

mwaite@ lanthorn .com

revised a policy saying an
endowment must maintain
a minimum balance' of
$30,000 before spending
from the account can occur.
Brenzing said the Board
of Trustees approves the
spending rate each year,
which is currently 5 percent
of a rolling 12 quarter
average.
This allows room for
market fluctuations without
reducing the initial gift,
Copeland said.
No scholarships have
been cut due to the decline
in endowment value.
GVSU also fared better
than average in three- and
five-year benchmarks for
investment
return
rates
compared to the other
institutions included in the
NACUBO study, which
Copeland said placed the
university in the 75th
percentile.

manaf>ingeditor@
lanthorn.com
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Haas comments on results of faculty referendum

News in Brief
By Jenny Whalen
GVL Editor in Chief

Monkey extravaganza
comes to Climbing Center
Today from 5 p.m.
to
It
p.m,
Monkey
Extravaganza will take
place at the Climbing
Center. Participants are
encouraged to dress and act
like monkeys and invited
to climb the rock wall. If
a participant can get all of
the way to the top, they can
receive a banana. Normal
day pass and equipment
rental rates apply. For
more information, e-mail
climbing@gvsu.edu.
Tax help workshops
Residence
Housing
Association presents Tax
Help Workshops for those
who would like help with
their tax questions.
H & R Block will be there
to there to answer questions
regarding tax forms, getting
more money back, and
tax deductions. The next
workshop is scheduled for
March 16 at 6 p.m. in the
Murray Living Center, and
March 18 in North C Living
Center room 142 also at 6
p.m.
For
questions
or
concerns, please e-mail
Sam Jones at jonessam@
mail.gvsu.edu
Third annual 'Careers in
Social Work' field fair
Today from I p.m. to 4
p.m. at the Pew Campus
exhibition
hall.
Grand
Valley State University
will hold “Careers in Social
Work.”
From 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.
Shelley Schuurman will
present an
information
session
on
Licensing
Issues.
From 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
the field fair will take place
where there will be more
than 12 meet and greet
organizations.
The aim of the event
is
to
network
with
area organizations
and
professionals in the field
of social work to learn
about more areas. For more
information e-mail career@
gvsu.edu.

Washington Center info
session
Today from 2 p.m. to 3
p.m. students are encouraged
to attend an information
session to learn about
internships and academic
seminars
presented
by
Jennifer Clinton from the
Washington Center.
The event will take place
m room 2270 of the Kirkhof
Center. Learn more about
opportunities for all majors
in Washington, D.C., and
abroad.
For more information
check out the Washington
Center Web site at http://
www.twc.edu or contact
Rachel Beck I in at becklira@
gvsu.edu
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Lanthorn Literary Edition
to give prizes for winners
The GV Lanthorn is
seeking submissions for its
Uterary Edition, which will
be published April 5.
The five categories are:
1. Short stories
2. Poetry
3. Illustration
4. Photography
5. Art/Design
The
deadline
for
submissions is 5 p.m.
March 22, and participants
may enter up to three
submissions per category.
One entry from each
category wjll win a $50
ca<ih prize, so long as there
are at least three separate
participants
in
each
category.
Not all submissions will
be published, and lanthorn
employees are not eligible
to win The winners will be
chosen by faculty members
from the writing, art and
photography departments.
F>itnesandquestionsmay
be submitted to Managing
Editor Lauren Fitch by
e-mail at managingeditor@
lanthorn com.

Results released by the
Faculty Referendum Task
Force Wednesday indicate that
of the 6(X) faculty who voted
on the University Academic
Senate’s proposed change
to tenure-only voting, the
majority oppose the change.
'The results were sent to
President Thomas J. Haas
who, in accordance with
policy dictated by the Faculty
Handbook, has interpreted
the results and offered his
recommendation for a course
of action.
“I note that more than 27
percent of eligible faculty did

not vote in the referendum,”
Haas said in an e-mail to
faculty. "I also observe that
there is a significant disparity
between how tenured faculty
and
non-tenured
faculty
voted.”
Haas added his belief that
the larger turnout by tenuretrack faculty indicates they
have a greater interest in
revoking the UAS decision
than tenured faculty.
In a letter sent to UAS
President Kristine Mullendore
Wednesday, Haas outlined
his
recommendations
for
the Faculty Senate. The
recommendations
are
as
follows:
I That
Faculty
Senate

continue its work as the
representative of the faculty in
identifying the best remedies
for the problems in our
personnel process, since these
decisions are among the most
important we make; and
2.TTiat Faculty Senate seek
input from their constituent
faculty through their respective
Senate representatives and
make sure all views are sought
out early in the Senate’s
process.
Results of the referendum,
the report of the Task Force and
the full text of Haas’ letter are
available at http://www.gvsu.
edu/referendumtaskforce.
“I want to thank the Task
Force for its work to date,”

Haas said. “The process has
so far been fair, objective,
respectful to all, and helpful
to me. I have asked Provost
(Gayle) Davis to keep me
apprised of the work and
action of faculty governance.
In my view, 1 sense among
faculty that the elements of a
solution are present here.”
Referendum timeline:
Oct. 16, 2009 - Faculty
governance approve an action
to revise the personnel policy
to allow only tenured faculty
members to be eligible to vote
on issues involving contract
renewals, tenure, promotions
and sabbaticals.
Nov. 19,2009 — A petition

for Faculty
Referendum
is delivered
to
the
president.
Nov.
24,
2009
Haas
appoints
members Naas
of the Task
Force.
Dec. 11,2009- Validation
of the petition signatures are
completed.
Feb. 19 — Electronic
voting on the issue is closed.
Feb. 26 — The Task Force
report delivered to Haas.
editorial@ lanthorn .com

Federal bill targets student insurance, nursing faculty
we don’t have more students
purchasing the plan, especially
with the way the economy is,”
As the health care debate he said. “Students’ parents are
continues in Washington, D.C., losing jobs and coverage, so it’s
the fates of several programs important to have an alternative
directed at college students that students can afford.”
hang in the air. These provisions
For the College of Nursing,
would impact a wide range the bill’s passage could bring
of student interests, including some relief to the college’s
student insurance and college struggle to find qualified nurses
nursing programs.
who are willing to teach. With
Currently, the version of the
1,618 students enrolled in the
bill passed by the U.S. House of College of Nursing in the 2009Representatives would exempt
10 school year, enrollment has
college health insurance plans almost doubled during the past
from certain federal regulations eight years, but finding faculty
usually applied to individual continues to be a challenge.
coverage plans.Thatexemption
Both current drafts of the
would include
bill
contain
“We've got to
the
Student
provisions
Health
deal with the
that
would
Insurance
encourage
cost of medical
plan
offered
nurses
to
through Grand
education.”
pursue
Valley
Stat
teaching
University’s
careers.
Student
BARACK OBAMA
The
bill
Assurance
U S PRESIDENT
passed in the
Services.
House,
the
Director
A ffordable
of Business Services Michael
Health Care for America Act,
Doxey, who* oversees the as well as the one that passed
plan, said it is offered to allow in the Senate, the Patient
students a more cost-effective Protection and Affordable Care
alternative to other insurance Act, would expand existing
providers. GVSU’s plan is loan repayment programs to
contracted through another nurses who choose to teach in
company and currently has 895 accredited nursing programs.
student members.
The Senate version of the
Doxey said he is uncertain bill takes it one step further.
how the health care bill would It would forgive $40,000 in
affect student interest in the graduate school loans for nurses
Student Health Insurance plan who pursued master’s degrees
but has been surprised by the and taught at an accredited
number of students who have institution. Nurses who earned
bought the plan.
doctorates would be eligible
“I’m definitely surprised that to have $80,(XX) in graduate
By Samantha Butcher
GVL Staff Writer

GVL / James Brien
A proposed version of the health care bill would waive student loans for nurses willing to teach.

school loans forgiven.
To be eligible, nurses would
need to complete at least four
years of instruction within six
years of their graduation.
President Barack Obama
has also voiced a commitment
to making medical careers including instructional ones more accessible to interested
students who may be deterred
by the cost.
“We’ve got to deal with the
cost of medical education,”
he said in a debate at Drexel
University in October 2007.
“We have to deal with college
costs generally, and that’s why I
put forward these propositions
to get banks and middle men
out of the process and expand
national service to encourage
young people to go into these
helping professions where we
need a lot more work.”
Cynthia McCurren, dean of

the KirkhofCollege of Nursing,
believes the incentives would
have a positive impact on
nursing schools across the
country.
'Hie size of the department
does impact how many
students are admitted to the
nursing program, McCurren
said, but that is not their only
challenge.
“Number of qualified faculty
available to us is a factor, but
equally or more challenging
is adequate types of clinical
sites and availability of clinical
placement sites,” she said. “We
are limited by that capacity.”
The
Nursing
College
functions 12 months a year at
maximum capacity, placing
345 students at a time into
clinical sites for hands-on
experience. The students work
in groups of eight under a
faculty supervisor. Non-clinical

classes average 64 students per
class, McCurren said.
Wi th i n t he master’s program.
students interested in education
can pursue a specialty track that
will graduate 11 students in
May 2010. However, for many
nurses, working in education is
viewed unfavorably because
of the pay cut involved. 'Hie
health care bills seek to counter
the lower pay range and level
the playing field for nursing
schools.
“The Kirkhof College of
Nursing, like any university
school of nursing, has the
potential to benefit from
individuals who agree to teach
in a nursing school in exchange
for cancellation of up to 85
percent of educational loans,”
McCurren said, adding the
school graduated 401 future
nurse faculty in 2008.

GVL News Editor

Hundreds of Grand Valley
State University students rely
on The Rapid bus system
every day to get to classes and
downtown locations. But now,
The Rapid is relying on students
and members of the community
to help determine the changes
they would most like to see
made to the bus services.
A new online survey,
available
at
http;//www.
rapidtmp.org until April 16,
asks participants to choose
and rank their top live transit
priorities from a list of 15
possible choices. Hie survey
results will be integrated into
the Transit Master Plan report,
which will be publicly available

people a chance to weigh in if “The Transit Master Plan
later this spring.
The online- survey is only i-they didn’t attend one of the project is an important way for
one aspect of a comprehensive, meetings or are only learning our community to gauge the
best way to build on a successful
20-year plan to guirc the futute about the TMP effort.*’:
Rapid officials said public transit system that continues
of The Rapid transit system.
to increase in
Sipce its launch in fall of last feedback
“The (TMP) project
ridership every
year, the Transit Master Plan, will play a
year.”
which receives funding through crucial role in
is an important way
Bob Roth,
ongoing
federal and state planning the
for our community
leader of Hie
grants, has attempted to gather development
to gauge the best
Rapid's Metro
Grand
community input on how The of
Mobile
2030
Rapid bus system may be Rapids-area
way to build on a
task
force
transportation.
improved.
successful transit
agreed
the
“People
“The public workshops held
public
has
system ...”
in the fall to kick off the Transit throughout our
demonstrated
Master Plan process were service
area
PETER VARGA
a high level
very
well attended . and ptovided - . jiave been
.V,
'
RAPID CEO
of interest in
a lot'of grvirtj jjtput ffltthi the Open
About
the
ongoing
community"
s^xl • Rapid wfiat they like
spokespefton Jennifer Kalczuk. about 1316 R<1pid and what they improvement of The Rapid.
“'lW survey-.''is designed . would like to see us implement Roth said he hopes those who
to help prioritize specific in the future,” said Rapid CEO attended Transit Master Plan
meetings
will
improvements. It wul also give Pete? Varga in a press release. community

continue to offer input by
completing the online survey
and monitoring the plan’s
progress.
“We have been extremely
impressed by the level of
interest in the Transit Master
Plan and the number of ideas
being offered,” Roth said in the
release. “I encourage people to
complete the survey and help
us continue to learn what they
value most about our transit
services, now and as we plan our
transit vision for the future.”
Hie Rapid currently serves
Grand Rapids, Grandville,
Kentwood, Walker, Wyoming
and portions of Alpine, Byron,
Cascade and Gaines townships.
Last year,The Rapid provided a
record 9.3 million rides.
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GVL / Brian B Sevald
Students wait outside the Kirkhof Center for The Rapid A new online survey designed to help
prioritize specific services riders would like to see The Rapid implement is now available online at
http:/Zwww.rapidtmp org until April 16. The survey is part of the Transit Master Plan.
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Rapid launches Transit Master Plan survey
By Chelsea Lane

j

1. Increased service frequency
2. Extended service hours for evenings and weekends
3. More express and limited stop service
4. More transit choices, such as Bus Rapid Transit ami
streetcar
5. Enhanced service to under-served areas
6. Improved accommodations for seniors and the disabled
7. Increased county wide service
8. More park n ride lots
9. More passenger amenities, such as bus shelters and benches
10. Increased public-private partnership opportunities
11. Faster travel time by bus
12. Quicker ami more convenient fare and bus pass payment
options
13. More direct service to Grand Rapids employment, medical
services and entertainment
14. Improvements to passenger information
15. Enhanced integration with Amtrak and other transportation
modes
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Break R&R
After a grueling eight-week stretch, it is easy to
surrender reason to spring break relaxation, but
vacation-starved students would be wise to pack
a little sense with their sun block next week.
College students are no doubt familiar with the stereotypes
associated with spring break season so there is no reason to
reiterate them here.
However, regardless of whether a student is vacationing in
some sun-drenched isle of debauchery or recuperating at home
with mind-numbing technology, a certain level of conscience
makes all the difference in the relaxation process.
In the weeks leading up to spring break, professors threaten
student sanity with papers, presentations and group projects.
Friends push stress levels to all-time highs with ill-advised and
wholly illogical bursts of “drama," and the race to find a summer
job pits undergraduate hopefuls against seasoned professionals in
an economy barely sustaining the latter.
In short, students begin to crack. The pressure mounts and the
strain shows.
As the winter semester passes the halfway point, students'
cabin fever grows, and spring break offers a tempting
opportunity to leave common sense in the classroom with the last
midterm exam.
Fortunately for students, common sense packs easily and can
be retrieved at a moment’s notice.
In the hype of spring break, students should still remember
reality exists and will return at the end of this glorious week.
Whether volunteering on an Alternative Break or simply
enjoying some “me" time, saving a little caution from the wind
of wild abandon will make that transition back to the daily grind
a little easier and prolong the benefits of this relaxing time away.
It is the individual who is responsible for the success or
failure of his or her trip as it is the individual who will have to
decide whether his or her actions during the vacation period are
deserving of praise or regret.
Wherever students roam this spring break and whatever they
choose to do while in that location, it can’t hurt to heed mom’s
warning and think safety first. Hospitals, jail cells and morgues
are not conducive to relaxation and recuperation.
Spring break is a gift of mercy from the academic gods. Treat
it with respect and most of all, enjoy it.

$100 reward for information on 'Longhorn#

The Grand Valley Lanthorn is offering a $100 reward
for anyone who can offer information identifying the
person(s) responsible for the unauthorized distribution
of “The Longhorn” into Lanthorn newspapers in the
Kirkhof Center, Mackinac Hall, AikSable Hall and the
Performing Arts Center.
“The Longhorn” is in no way affiliated with the
Lanthorn.

<p)ianb ihillev ~nmti)ovn
The student-run newspaper of Grand Valley State University

Editorial Page Board
Jenny Whalen
Eric Lee
Lauren Fitch
Chelsea Lane

Editor in Chief
Business Manager
Managing Editor
News Editor

Valley Vote

GVl / Dan Sills and Shaun Morton'

YOUR INSIGHTS

How do you use Google's services?

"I use Google
Voice. It's a phonefowarding service
... There's an app
for that."

"I use the search
bar or their main
Web site."

"I go and look
at Google Sky
because I love
constellations."

Charlie Pryor

Becca Nixon

James Chittisane

Charlie Bleisch

Mia Cheema

Junior
Film and Video
Clare, Mich.

Junior
English
Dearborn, Mich.

Sophomore

Senior
Creative Writing
St. Johns, Mich.

Senior
Biomedical Science
Jackson, Mich.

Dangers to unintelligent breakers

In preparation for
prime party spots such
as Panama City Beach,
Miami and Cancun,
or the more relaxing
vacation week spent
anywhere else in
Florida; spring break
fever is in the air.
Students will finish
bronzing their pale
Michigan-weathered
bodies and sculpting
those not so attractive
love handles to be
seen in public for the
first time since the
conclusion of last
summer.
They will also open
new credit cards, get
oil changes and put the
finishing touches on
their passports.
Professors will assign
assignments and quizzes
for the Monday after
spring break — which
undoubtedly will be
forgotten until Sunday
night or Monday
morning.
But if you plan on
returning to Allendale
and Grand Rapids

Vote online at

Should the U.S. abandon daylight

Lanthorn.com

saving time?

GVL OPINION POLICY ■
The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley
[>anthorn opinion page is to stimulate
discussion and action on topics of interest
to the Grand Valley Community.
Student opinions do not reflect those of
the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
The Grand Valley lanthorn welcomes
reader viewpoints and offers three vehicles
of expression for reader opinions: letters
to the editor, guest columns and phone
responses.
Letters must include the author's name
and be accompanied by current picture
identification if dropped off in person.
I^etters will be checked by an employee of
the Grand Valley lanthorn.
I setters appear as space permits each

i

issue. The limit for letter length is one
page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and
condense letters and columns for length
restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The (irand Valley I anthom will not be
held responsible for emirs that appear in
print as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic emirs.
The name of the author may be withheld
for compelling reasons.
The
a intent,
informatkm
and
views expressed are not approved by
nor necessarily represent those of the
university, its Boaid of Trustees, officers,
faculty and staff.

safely, then perhaps
some time should be
spent on some safety
precautions. Here are
just a few that you
should follow or adjust
to your situation:
1. Mix in some food
with your alcohol. I
know this seems like
a pretty amateur rule,
but you would be
surprised how easy it is
to forget to eat amid all
of the hoopla. Eat in the
morning before you start
to drink, at least once
more during the day and
definitely before you hit
the floor ... err bed.
2. Buy some food
and non-alcoholic
beverages for your
hotel/motel room.
You will lose a ton
of vitamins and
electrolytes basking in
the sun and drinking
alcohol. And the last
thing you want to be
doing at 4 a.m. or 5 a.m.
is searching for an open
fast food restaurant.
Bananas, Gatorade/
PowerAde, granola bars
and even a bottle of
Vitamin C tablets will
go a long way to making
it through the week.
3. When you’re
going out to the clubs or
bars, it would be wise to

hit the ATM first. Take
out the amount you are
willing to spend that
night and leave your
debit and credit cards
at home. The worst
feeling in the world is
being broke as a joke
just three days into your
trip. And you don’t want
to be paying for the 10
shots you bought for the
hotties at the bar at 15
percent interest for the
next few months.
4. Use the buddy
system. Honestly, it’s
easier than you think
to be separated from
your friends while
wandering the beaches
or streets in Florida or
Mexico. Never leave a
person you rode down
with in an unfamiliar
or distant place. It’s a
scary feeling when you
wake up in your hotel
room and one of your
friends isn’t there and
his/her phone is on the
dresser (yes, just like
“The Hangover” ... it
happens).
5. Make a copy of
your driver’s license
and passport if you are
traveling over the U.S.
border. If you happen
to lose one of these
then you will be stuck
making phone calls

from a jail cell or at the
airport. Taking a picture*
of both of them from
your phone may also
work as a substitute for •
a copy. Hey, it’s better s*
than having no form of
identification, right?
6. Lastly, have fun,
but don’t be stupid.
Just because you are on
spring break in Panama >
City Beach doesn’t
mean you are Superman.You aren’t invincible.
Save the jumping from 1
balconies, mo-ped
•> *
tricks and all the other . "
dangerous temptations
to the unintelligent.
You were all obviously
smart enough to get
into college, so use that .'
highly-educated brain of ■
yours and make sound
<
decisions throughout ,! .
your trip.
And for Pete’s sake, v
don’t spend your entire
trip chasing the opposite /.
sex. What a waste of *•
a spring break. Wow, •
there are cute girls in *
bikinis. Get over it.
Enjoy the time off .. m
from school with the .->•(
people you traveled with
instead of wasting youn M
time trying to hook up -nil
with somebody you will
never see again.
mkuzawa@ lanthorn .com *-*

Death by West Michigan

No: 15.63%

This week s question:

"Mostly just for
homework."

GVL STUDENT OPINION

Should GVSU add a fall break
to its academic calendar?

Yes: 84.38%

Business
Holland, Mich.

"To organize the
many aspects of
my life and search
for the obscurities
and insanities
that reside on the
Internet."

Tractors for sale,
farms, turkey torture
centers, markets and
drunken college kids to
my left and right. West
Michigan is so not what
I’m used to, not even after
almost four years here.
West Michigan is killing
me.
This place is
dangerously peaceful.
The sound you hear when
you wake up is identical
to the sound you hear
when you go to sleep at
night — silence. It smells
of sunshine baked cow
manure.dead skunk,
dried road kill or wet
dirt every single time I
step foot outside of my
apartment.
Somebody Uxik all
the lame elements of
everyone’s lifestyles, put

them in a box and labeled
it West Michigan. That’s
precisely why people get
drunk and high and crash
their cars — they have yet
to find anything better to
do around here.
Few people here know
what it’s like to live in a
big city or a city at all.
Few people here interact
on a daily basis with
others who Uxik different
from them. People build
homes in the middle of
thousands of trees or
off in golden fields of
nothingness, and while
this may seem tranquil
to some, it’s just plain
creepy to me.
I have racked up
millions of Speedy
Rewards points, guzzling
fuel to travel down the
long, dark and scary
back roads of Allendale.
Speedway is the only gas
station around and I bet
I can navigate through
the store section with my
eyes closed. The cashiers
even know me by name

Along the same lines,
Meijer and the Goodwill
are the nearest and most
populous shopping
outlets. Of course there
are better options, just
over the hill, if you’re
willing to take the
20-minute drive into
greater civilization or
the 30-minute drive into
Grand Rapids, which
is rarely booming with
excitement — but no
one wants to waste a half
tank of gas just to witness
variety.
Yes, I’m bashing West
Michigan for not being
anywhere near as vocal
as the city. Even as I bash
it now, the awesome,
few festivals and fruit
markets don’t make up
for the days dimmed
by tumbleweed and
sometimes interrupted
by a random siren,
reassuring me I’m still
among humans who
make mistakes or hurt
themselves.
Being out in the

country has worked
wonders for my sense
of security and illy
creativity. I trust my
instincts more than I ever '
have and some of my best
art has been inspired by
the gorgeous sunsets and
open skies. Still though,
West Michigan is as
predictable as remedial
rap lyrics.
While I appreciate
the dramatic contrast
presented before me, I i
hold resentment because I
living here has caused a
reversed culture shock
when I go home. I used to
walk the streets of Detnii(
fearless and only bulge
my eyes when loud noisej;
came out of nowhere.
Now I find myself
looking around every five
seconds and questioning
each little sound I hear.
I can’t wait to get
out of here and into a
i
place that has more than !
just one road leading
J
everywhere.
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Student to spend break documenting Haiti restoration
before in July 2009 to capture images
andvideo for another nonprofit
organization. These images and those
GVL Staff
that will be taken this spnng break arc
When most students hear spring available on his Web site http://www.
break, they think fun in the sun. For jjkohler.com.
Grand Valley State University junior
“On this trip 1 will be functioning
Jared Kohler, spnng break is a time pnmanly as a photographer,” he said.
for him to be the eyes in Haiti for “Whileother teams and volunteers
the Shabach Ministries International have traveled to meet a range of specific
Organization.
needs, I will be focusing on helping
Acting primarily as a photographer Shabach to tell their story to friends
for Shabach Ministries, Kohler will and supporters here in the U.S. I will
travel to Haiti for a
be functioning as the
second time this spring
eyes for many people
“I hope to put a
break.
who have and arc
“1
am
bracing
human face on the
donating to the work
myself for the fact that
of Shabach. I hope to
large and often
much of what I saw
put a human face on
impersonal problem
and photographed on
the large and often
my last trip will be no
which is Haiti.”
impersonal problem
more,” Kohler said. “I
which is Haiti.”
JARED KOHLER
expect that 1 will see
Since the January'
GVSU JUNIOR
massive human need
earthquake, Shabach
and suffering — and
Ministries, founded
also that I will get to witness incredibly by Haitian pastor Jean Heder Petitbrave people who arc not going to Frer, has focused on aiding survival of
accept hopelessness as an option.”
the Haitian people by working to purify
The junior international relations and distribute water, food and set up
major visited the island nation once medical clinics across the island.

“Shabach, an openly Christian
organization, focuses deeply on the
spiritual needs of the Haitian people and
much of their activity radiates out from
their central establishment — Family
Tabernacle of Praise,” Kohler said.
“Just months before the earthquake hit,
Shabach started the first school for deaf
students in Port au Prince.”
Set to depart Grand Rapids Friday,
Kohler said he is trying to prepare
himself for the devastation ahead.
“Last July when I was in Haiti, there
was a certain thread of optimism,”
Kohler said. “Although so much was
bad, there were slight signs that things
might be turning for the better. Now
so many hopes and dreams have been
shattered and it will be necessary for
much work to start again from ground
zero. 1 am anxious to see the people
that 1 met on my last trip and learn what
their visions are for the future.”
By bringing back images from his
trip, Kohler said he hopes to remind
the U.S. the devastation is not over.
To learn more about Shabach
Ministries or to offer a donation,
visit the Web site at http://www.
shabachintemational .com.

By Jenny Whalen and Sarah
Wiltenburg

lakerlife <§> lanthorn i om

“I left Haiti after my last visit with
a profound respect for the people
of Haiti,” Kohler said. “In the face
of difficulties few of us can even
imagine, they keep pressing on and
refusing to give up. While they express
gratefulness to me for coming, I am
profoundly impacted by them.”

See more: Visit

Lanthorn.com
during break to follow
Kohler's visit to Haiti

Courtesy Photo / Jared Kohler
TVvo Haitian school girls blow up balloons with classmates as part of a lesson.

Greeks take philanthropy out east
30 students to travel
to West Virginia as
part offirst United
Greek Breaks trip
By Susie Skowronek
GVL Staff Writer

GVL Archive
Greg Adamgyk climbs the rock wail. Vertical Earth will travel to climb in California.

Vertical Earth to climb 'real rocks'
By Brittney Mestdagh
GVL Staff Writer

On Friday, students in Grand Valley
State University’sclimbingclub, Vertical
Earth, will set out for California to climb
some real rocks.
A group of 13 is flying out for spring
break to spend four days at Joshua Tree
National Park and two days in Malibu
where they are going to leam a new type
of climbing.
Members of Vertical Earth typically
do two types of climbing: bouldering
and lead climbing, said junior Colin
McGee. In bouldering, climbers only go
up 12 feet. In lead climbing, the climber
uses a quickdraw to connect the rope to
a bolt attached to the wall.
On the spring break trip, members
will leam traditional climbing, which
combines bouldering and lead climbing,
McGee said. In traditional climbing,
the climber places all equipment in the
wall, inserting the bolts in the wall and
hooking the rope.
“It takes a skill of proper gear
placement,” said senior Ashley Wall,
president of the club.
' Traditional climbing removes all the
protective devices, and the climber sets
them on the way up.
Traditional climbing is for more
experienced climbers. Wall said the
students going on the trip are the
one^ who visit the Climbing Center
consistently. TTie club meets twice a
week on Wednesday from 8 p.m. to 10
p.m. and Sunday from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
at the Climbing Center in the Fieldhouse,
room BI07.
McGee said he is ready for a new
challenge and a chance to climb some
real granite rocks in a national park
surrounded by wildlife.
“I am not looking forward to running

Ottawa Creek
Apartments

into bears,” he said. “I would rather be
300 feet in the air than run into a bear.”
He added his hope the trip will be a
new adventure since the club has never
traveled there before.
For the past two years. Vertical Earth
has visited Red Rock Canyon in Nevada
for spring break. Throughout the year,
the club also travels to other climbing
gyms including Higher Ground and
Inside Moves in Grand Rapids.
Students pay $30 a semester or $50
a year to be in the club. This covers
the cost of day passes when the club
travels.
“If you utilize the opportunities, it
pays for itself,” Wall said.
Students can join anytime but must
still pay the semester fee. A first-time
attempt is free.
“We won’t teach you belaying,” Wall
said. “But we will let you come in and
try out climbing.”
Belaying is a technique where one
person climbs and another holds the
rope. The climber can only fall as far as
the belayer holds the rope.
“Climbing is a great workout
cognitively and physically,” Wall said.
Climbers have to exert themselves to
reach the next step and have to find a
way to get to it. It takes strength and
endurance to hold on and keep pressing
forward.
Many people do not try rock climbing
because they are afraid of heights,
McGee said, adding this is not a good
reason to avoid it. Climbers are only 12
feet off the ground when bouldering.
Students interested in getting
involved with Vertical Earth can contact
Wall at walla@mail.gvsu.edu. Student
can also find other information about the
Climbing Center at http://www.gvsu.
edu/climbingcenter.

bmestdagh @ lanthorn xom
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Before a backdrop of lush
deciduous trees, water flows down
the stairs of a sandstone riverbed.
The careful observer can pick out
wildflowers - spring beauties and
New River Gorge National Park will host
pink and yellow lady slippers on the
Coy added that the trip has the
side of the trail at New River Gorge
potential to develop leaders and
National Park.
Participants of the first United leadership skills, giving participants
Greek Breaks spring philanthropy not only the skills but also the plans
trip will take their services to this to take action.
In its trial run, United Greek
national park in Glen Jean, W.Va.,
Breaks has met obstacles - in this
during spring break.
Thirty
Greeks
will
travel case, the weather.
“The group that was supposed to
southeast for about 105 hours in
two 15-passenger vans and one be (at New River Gorge) this week
12-passenger van. Eighteen different was canceled - travel in the national
fraternities and sororities will be park became basically not possible,”
Coy said.
represented on the trip.
He said he fears
During the eight‘‘As one community,
the weather might
to 10-hour days,
have an effect on the
not just as
some students will
GVSU
students’ trip,
work at the national
individual chapters,
too.
park cleaning trails
we're trying to give
To help counteract
and providing routine
other
potential *
Greek life a positive
park maintenance.
mishaps,
the
A second group will
image.”
established service
work with a local
KERI KOWAL
program Alternative
elderly community,
PHI
SIGMA
SIGMA MEMBER
Breaks worked with
painting and cleaning
United Greek Breaks
houses.
At night, New River Gorge to construct its new vision. As studentwill house students at a cabin-style led service trips, the two programs
campsite. Participants will cook food have much in common.
However, the Greek trip is solely
for each other at the camp kitchen.
One night, they will travel 45 miles to for members of fraternities and
the closest town and enjoy a restaurant sororities. While participants of
Alternative Breaks reflect on each
meal together.
After
dinner
each
night, day’s community service during the
participants will engage in fraternity trips, Greek Breaks will add another
and sorority communication and component: daily reflection on
leadership-building activities. The leadership development.
Four members of the Phi Sigma
30 students will talk about how to
motivate team members, and they Sigma sorority, including Keri Kowal,
will develop plans to improve Greek will voyage to West Virginia.
Kowal added she is especially
life at Grand Valley State University.
Tom Coy, assistant director for excited because she has never been to
fraternities, sororities and campus West Virginia.
“I’m glad that it is someplace far
programming, said GVSU’s Greeks
tend to do service on their own - away,” she said. “I am excited to
the spring break trip just creates an work outdoors.”
A site leader, Kowal said she
opportunity to enhance group unity.
“We want to help introduce some wants participants to meet new
more Greek unity because now that people, especially those people who
there are over 1,000 Greeks at GVSU, participants would not otherwise
it very likely that a lot of Greeks don’t interact with on campus.
“As one community, not just as
know other Greeks,” he said.
individual chapters, we’re trying to
give Greek life a positive
image,” Kowal said. “We
break down stereotypes
while
helping
the
community.”
The idea for United
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Courtesy Photo / Nps.gov
GVSU's first United Greek Breaks trip.

Greek Breaks originated this year
with Kevin Kimball, student manager
for the Community Service [.earning
Center and member of the Delta
Sigma Phi fraternity.
Kowl and Coy said they hope
the spring break program continues
into the future with more service
locations,
increased
chapter
involvement and stronger leadership
from the Interfratemity Council, the
Multicultural Greek Council and the
Panhellenic Association.

sskowronek@ lanthorn eom

The service and advocacy
program Alternative Breaks is
preparing to send about 140 students
to 12 different locations around the
east side of the U.S. to help with
various projects.
For $275 students can spend their
spring break helping others with
various issues, such as affordable
housing, domestic violence, youth
and poverty and. for the first time,
individuals with disabilities.
The locations of the trips are
kept secret during the initial sign up
so participants can select their trip
based on the issue with which they
want to volunteer.
The group to work with
individuals and disabilities will
travel to Utah, while other groups
visit Florida, Virginia, Tennessee
and Pennsylvania.
Melissa Clothier, Alternative
Breaks orientation chair, said the
groups are excited and ready for
another good year.
She said the interest level was
equal to previous years, though
financial problems were more of a
concern.
“There
was
about
the
same interest,” Clothier said.
“Everybody's having financial
difficulties, so that’s been a little bit
of a struggle for people.”
The program also offers
scholarships to help students fund
the trip.
The Alternative Breaks groups
leave Saturday for their trips.
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Summer Film Project premieres latest movie by students
#

The Darkroom ’ sheds light on success offilm, video majors at GVSU; feature film to be screened at Celebration Cinemas
behind-the-scenes footage and put
it into a documentary on how the
GVL Staff Writer
movie was made.
Now in its final stage, Grand
In January, Yang had a group
Valley State' University’s 15th of three students travel with him
Summer Film Project will take “The to Miami to the Cineworks Digital
Darkroom” to Celebration Cinemas Intermediate to watch the color
North for its production debut.
correction process of the movie
“The Darkroom” is a student from start to finish.
project that began with filming last
“A lot of students never know
summer and has followed a post what actually happens to the film
production process throughout the when it is sent for color correction;
school year. It is now ready for its this way, they get to see every piece
final viewing.
of machinery,” Yang
The
story
said.
“I
hope
that
people
follows an aging
Producer
Zac
photographer
who
really enjoy the film
Page was one of the
must adapt his art
and (are) impressed
three to go along
to
the
changing
with
production
with the final piece,
technology to stay in
manager
Kathryn
business. During the
especially since 95
Postfema
and
course of the film he
assistant
director/
percent of the crew
finds himself taking
casting
director
lessons from his . were students.”
Chris Kotcher — all
estranged daughter.
seniors in film and
CHRIS KOTCHER
Z. Eric Yang, a
video.
GVSU SENIOR
visiting professor at
“The film lab
GVSU, wrote and
there in Miami went
directed the film.
through every shot
“1 liked the idea for film and meticulously took in every
majors,” he said. “The difference color to make every shot as perfect
between film and video has always as possible,” Page said.
been a debate and that difference is
Yang was able to get free passes
fascinating to me.”
for the three students with financial
Through
a
post-production support through the Integrated
practicum class, students watched a Learning Center on campus.
rough cut of the movie and edited
“The DI is a color correction
it more according to the feedback process;
like
photoshop, but
received.
applying it to a whole movie instead
In addition to editing this film, of just one photo,” Yang said. “It
the class took 20 hours worth of is one of the best labs on the east
By Danielle Slabbekoorn

9

side.”
“It was pretty fascinating to see
the process of color correction,”
Kotcher said. “I learned what a
massive undertaking it is to make
a movie; it was very eye-opening
to see what it takes to make a
production run.”
Now that the video has run
through editing and color correction,
“The Darkroom” will be shown at
Celebration Cinemas.
“I am definitely excited about
it,” Postema said. “We will have
a private reception afterward for
community members to meet the
cast.”
Page said he hopes to put the
word out to places as far as Lansing
to get politicians and community
leaders to come, so GVSU can
show its success and capabilities in
the film department.
“I hope that people really enjoy
the him and (are) impressed with
the final piece, especially since 95
percent of the crew were students,”
Kotcher said.
Yang said they will send the
movie to different film festivals
to see if it will win awards or be
shown elsewhere.
•
“The Darkroom” will be screened
at the Celebration Cinema North at
Knapp Street and East Beltline on
March 25 at 7 p.m., where the film
and the documentary will show
with a reception following.
The public will be asked for a $5
donation for admission.
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"The Darkroom" is a product of the 15th Summer Film Project at GVSU. The final
cut of the film will be screened at 7 p.m. on March 25 at Celebration Cinemas.
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Trumpeters aim
for national finish
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lot of hard work.
He said he spent a lot of
practice time “focusing on the
While most of Grand Valley fundamental aspect of playing
State University’s students will as well as learning to let go of
spend spring break relaxing in just playing technical and really
their hometown or on the beach, trying to be expressive, in order
a special group will compete for to ‘become one with the music,’
a national musical title.
as some would say.”
Four solo trumpeters and
He added he thinks GVSU
three ensembles will compete has a chance to win as well,
in the National Trumpet but he also hopes to meet other
Competition in Arlington, Va., trumpeters from other schools
which runs from March 11 to all across the country.
14.
The ensemble as a whole has
Alex Wilson, a fourth year rehearsed together almost every
student majoring in music day since the beginning of the
performance, will compete
school year, about
both on his own
10 hours each
“I
hope
as
an
and as part of an
week.and worked
ensemble.
His
ensemble we
specifically with
solo piece will
perform the way music professor
be “Danse,” by ,
Stoelzel weekly.
we know we
Alfred Desenclos.
1 Peterson said
“I’ve spent so
can... ”
a main goal of
much time on it
the practices is to
KIM SAVAGE
that I know the
emerge
sounding
GVSU JUNIOR
whole piece by
as if one trumpet
heart,
without
is playing all five parts, so they
ever trying to memorize it,” spend a lot of time on that.
Wilson said.
“You never really know
Wilson will also perform what to expect in national
Erik Morales' “Metallic Fury” competitions like this ... we can
with the Grand Valley Trumpet never be too prepared,” Savage
Ensemble.The song was written said. “I hope that as an ensemble
specifically for the ensemble.
we perform the. way we know
He said his hope is to place we can at the competition.”
first in both divisions, which he
She attributed the ensemble’s
thinks is definitely attainable.
acceptance to the competition
“This is based on the amount Jo their GVSU professors.
of work we’ve put in as well as * “We are the only school
the history of this ensemble in at the competition this year
the competition,” he said, since with three trumpet ensembles
GVSU students have won first competing.” she said.
place at the competition before.
Juilliard had oke out of
Kim Savage, a junior, is two groups make it, and none
also playing "Metallic Fury” in of previous finalist Boston
Wilson’s ensemble.
University’s ensembles were
“Erik
(Morales.
the accepted. Savage added.
composer) is a former student
“The trumpet studios here
of Professor (Richard) Stoelzel wouldn’t be as successful as
and has written numerous they arc if it weren't for Stoelzel
pieces for both Stoelzel and for and Maloney,” she said.
the GV Trumpet Ensemble,"
To learn
more about
she said.
the
National
Trumpet
Third-year student Mark Competition, visit http://www.
Peterson Is also playing the nationaltrumpctcomp.org.
piece, which he said required a
arts@ lanthorn rom
By Haley Otman
GVL A&E Editor

Courtesy Photo / Kappa Kappa Psi
Founded at GVSU by Kyan Kiogima, Kappa Kappa Psi is GVSU’s first coed band fraternity. The group is not closed to music majors, but
all members must be in a band ensemble every semester. The group serves as a social, professional, honorary and service fraternity.

Musical Greeks find home
in Kappa Kappa Psi
University's first coed band fraternity serves social, professional purpose
By Nicolle Martin
GVL Staff Writer

(

,

Grand Valley State University is
already home to 20 Greek Life chapters,
and now it welcomes Kappa Kappa Psi,
the newest fraternity. Founded by Kyan
Kiogima, Kpsi is a growing coed band
fraternity, which only allows full-time band
members, such as marching, pep, concert,
jazz and university band and symphonic
wind ensemble.
“There arc quite a few qualifications to
join, but that is because Kpsi is so focused
on one goal,” Kiogima said. “Not only must
you be a student at GVSU, but you must be
in a band ensemble every semester, have
a good academic standing, attend regular
meetings and events, pay dues and go
through multiple lessons and tests. A lot of
people consider Kpsi to be mainly music
majors, which is not true; on our executive
board right now, we only have one music
major - we are open to anybody with a
love for band, regardless of major.”

Visit
Lanthorn.com for
A&E Briefs, Love
Letters Show
and Taddy Porter
coverage.

Se« more:
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Kiogima formed Kpsi with the help of as a reward for technical achievement and
former professor Kevin York. Kiogima appreciation for the best in music
* To stimulate campus leadership and
said she was thrilled to not only organize
something she was passionate about but promulgate an uncompromising respect
also to form a fraternity that serves a social through the medium of the college band
for gracious conduct,
purpose as a professional,
good taste and unswerving
honorary and service
“We pride ourselves loyalty
fraternity.
in developing and
* To foster a close
“I
joined
Kappa
relationship
between
Kappa Psi because I was
creating a better
college
bands
and
interested in being part of
band program at
promote a high average
something bigger,” said
Grand Valley.”
of attainment by the
Michael Balangue, Kpsi
performance of good
member and founding
MICHAEL BALANGUE
music and selection of
father of the chapter. “For
GVSU STUDENT
worthwhile projects
those who are interested
* To provide a
in Kappa Kappa Psi, I
think it’s important to get involved in the pleasant and helpful social experience for
all engaged in college band work and to
community”
Balangue added he believes it important cooperate with other musical organizations
to make a difference at GVSU and leave a in any manner consistent with the purposes
of the institution at which chapters arc
legacy.
“If you love something, you should try located.
“This fraternity is not a social fraternity,
to be involved with it as much as possible.
The experiences you have creating but that does not mean we do not like to
something important with people are be social; it means we have more stress
towards services,” Balangue said. “We
invaluable,” Balangue said.
Alpha class president Jason Street said pride ourselves in developing and creating a
Kappa Kappa Psi has five purposes as a better band program at Grand Valley. There
are different social activities we do from
band fraternity:
* To promote the existence and welfare time to time, but above everything is the
of the college and university bands and to desire to improve our band experiences.”
For more information about Kappa
cultivate at’largc a wholesome respect for
Kappa Psi and its band services, visit http://
their activities and achievements
* To honor outstanding band members kkpsi.org.
n martin <® lanthorn rom
through privilege of membership extended
*
4

Courtesy Photo I Kim Savage

Kim Savage* is one of the competitors representing GVSU in the
National Trumpet Competition in Arlington, Va March 11-14.
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Wayne State falls in Laker rematch
* J ^i.il S iO

Sports in Brief

After intense’ game from start to finish, GVSU will face Hillsdale in GLIAC semifinals play Friday
NUMBER CRUNCHER
By Jared Greenleaf

«

GVL Senior Reporter

Lakers in double-digit scoring in the
women’s basketball team in a loss
against Lake Superior State University

r.

steals for the men's basketball team in
a win against Wayne State University

GVSU teams actively participating in
postseason play

r

full days of Spring Break

This Weekend in
Sports
Tomorrow:
- Softball vs. Dominican NY
(Clermont, Fla.), 11:30 a.m.
- Softball vs. Winona State
(Clermont, Fla.), 1:30 p.m.
Softball vs. Cedarville
(Clermont, Fla.), 3:30 p.m.
- M. Basketball vs. Hillsdale
(GL1AC Semifinal), Findlay, 6
p.m.
- M. Hockey vs. Miami Ohio
(Conference Quarterfinal), 8 p.m.
Saturday:
Softball
vs. Lycoming
(Clermont, Fla.), 9:30 a.m.
- Softball vs. Winona State
(Clermont, Fla.), 1:30 p.m.
- Baseball vs. Missouri-St..
Louis (Winter Haven, Fla.), 2:30
p.m.
- M. Basketball (pending
victory) at Findlay/Ferris State
(GLIAC Finals), 7 p.m.
Sunday:
- M. Tennis vs. Vincennes
(Orlando, Fia.), 8 a.m.
•
- M. Tennis vs. Emory (Orlando,
Fla.), 9 a.m.
- Baseball vs. St. Josephs
Indiana (Winter Haven, Fla.),
doubleheader, 9:30 a.m. and 12:30
p.m.
- Softball vs. Post University
(Clermont, Fla.), 1:30 p.m.
- Softball vs. West Liberty State
(Clermont, Fla.), 5:30 p.m.

Just five days ago on the same court,
the men’s basketball team fell victim to
a suffocating Wayne State University
defense iri a 70-56 loss. On Tuesday
night, however, the Lakers returned the
favor.
In what was a defensive slugfest throughout, Grand Valley State
University pulled off a narrow 47-44
victory over the Warriors in the GLIAC
Tournament quarterfinals. With the win,
the Lakers (21-7) will face Hillsdale
College in one of two semifinal games
on Friday in Findlay, Ohio.
“I just thought it was really intense
and both teams competed hard from
start to finish,” said GVSU head coach
Rie Wesley. “It’s fun to watch guys play
hard like that and sometimes it wasn’t
always pretty, but it wasn’t for lack of
effort on any teams part. There’s a lot
of offenses and defenses, but there’s no
substitute for playing hard.”
In the previous two meetings, both
teams had gotten out to big early leads
only to lose the game. Tuesday’s game,
however, remained tight throughout.
Down 24-22 at halftime, Wayne
State’s defense began to smother the
Lakers’ offense into key turnovers that
helped the Warriors regain the lead.
Wayne State went up by as many as
seven points with 8:46 remaining.
But, unlike last Thursday, the Lakers
did not give in to the Warriors as their
defense helped them claw back into the
game.
Deadlocked at 43-43, freshman
guard Tony Peters drilled a jump shot
with 3:42 remaining to give the Lakers
a lead they did not relinquish. The
Lakers finished the game on a 14-3
suige.
“We knew we needed to bounce
back,” Peters said. “We couldn't let it
get to us. We had to come out and match
their intensity because they were more
physical than us last time, so we came
out with as much focus and eneigy as
we could.”
The Laker defense shut down the

Warriors holding them to 17-of-5() (34
percent) shooting. The Warriors were
also a non-factor from long range as
they made only 1 -of-11 3-point shots.
Peters, who was recently moved
from starter to role player, provided
solid production off the bench by
scoring eight points and shooting 2-of3 from 3-point range.
“Ever since we took him out of the
starting lineup, you can tell it seems
like his whole swagger is better and
he’s a little revived,” Wesley said. “He
started for us for a long time and that’s
a lot of stress for a young guy, so now
he can kind of step back and take a
deep breath. Tonight, he stepped up for
us big time.”
The Lakers came in as the No. 2 seed
against the seventh-seeded Warriors.
Wesley, however, noted the team
came into the matchup not believing
they were the favorites.
“We had a little bit of an underdog
mentality going into the game,” he said.
“We looked at them as the hottest team
in the league. They manhandled us the
other night and we struggled just to stay
in the game with them, so we definitely
felt like the underdogs.”
Despite trailing through a good
portion of the second half, the team

By Emanuel Johnson
GVL Sports Editor

Upon exiting the locker room
after her women’s basketball
team dropped a 61-51 decision to
Lake Superior State University in
Tuesday’s GLIAC Quarterfinal
matchup. Grand Valley State
University head coach Janel
Burgess spoke to reporters before

anyone had even asked a question.
“I’m very disappointed in how
we finished the season,” she said.
“The good thing is that we’ll no
longer be able to say that we’re
young again. There are no longer
any excuses, so we’ll do it the
right way, we’ll play our tails
off every single game and we’ll
represent this university the way

on Twitter for up-tothe-minute coverage of

• ♦ ♦

game on Twitter with
LanthornSports and
visit Lanthorn.com
after for a game story

GVL
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B Sevald

GVSU's K'Len Morris jumps for a layup against Wayne State's heavy defense.

,

Women's team downed in GLIAC quarterfinals

Follow LanthornSports
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State defense during Tuesday's game.

now on

and coaches

The winner will play on Saturday
against the w inner of the 6 pm. matchup
between the University of Findlay and
Ferris State University.

GVL / Brian B. Sevald
Wes Tramell fights through the Wayne
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Laker games, players

never panicked and kept its composure
against a physical and athletic Warrior
squad, said junior forward Toreau
Brown.
“Last game (when we .were down),
we definitely got a little frantic and
kind of got away from trusting each
other,” Brown, who finished with 12
points and four rebounds, said. “We
knew we had to trust each other and
compose ourselves because we knew it
was going to be a low-scoring game.”
The Lakers will meet Hillsdale
College at 8 pm. on Friday.

GVL / Eric Coulter
GVSU's Emma Veach is fouled during the last part of the game against Lake
Superior State University on Tuesday night. The Lakers were defeated 61-51.

i

we’re supposed to.”
GVSU entered halftime down 27Burgess’ statement came not 22, but Lake*Superior State opened
in response to the loss, but to a the second half with a 9-4 run to
frustration with the last 10 games push its lead to 12. The team’s lead
of the season. The Lakers (18- remained in double digits for the
10) were once 14-3 with an 11-1
majority of the half, which made it
G4JAC
record,
difficult for GVSU to
Last year we made gain any momentum.
but since dropping
a 75-71 double
“It’s kind of tough
it to the NCAA
overtime game to
to look up at the
tournament and
Michigan
Tech
scoreboard and see
this year — I'm
University
the
you’re down 13 or
team went on a
14 with three minUtes
just in shock.”
4-5 run marred by
left on the clock,”
broken gameplans
Kretz said. “When
and disappointing
we’re not doing so
KARA CRAWFORD
efforts to close out
well, it’s hard to gain
GVSU JUNIOR
the regular season.
that momentum back
“In the past 10 games when with such little time left. After the
we’ve been behind, we haven’t game it kind of hit us all, and it
executed the gameplan,” said kind of sucks now.”
junior forward Kara Crawford,
The Lakers now find themselves
who finished the game with seven in a similar situation to that of
points and eight rebounds. “If last year, waiting to see if they
a team starts hitting shots on us, have down enough to make it
then we just break down, and we into the NCAA Midwest Regional
can’t do that in years to come.”
tournament.
Tuesday’s
loss
was
no
The new regional rankings
exception. GVSU shot a high released yesterday put the Lakers
percentage from beyond the arch on the outside looking in at No.
at 53.8 percent, but not one player 9. The prior rankings listed the
could reach double-digits in the Lakers at No. 6, but since then
scoring column.
they have lost two straight games
What’s more, the team was in to conference opponents.
constant foul trouble with 21 total
Official regional seatings will
and managed to turn the ball over be released on Sunday evening,
16 times, 11 of which were in the yet with a glimmer of hope
first half.
still remaining, the team is still
“It was a lack of confidence,” disappointed with its performance
said sophomore guard Kelly Kretz, thus far.
who finished with a team high
“Last year we got to make it
nine points and five rebounds. to the first game, and that opened
“They had a lot of pressure on up motivation for this year,”
us with that 2-1-2 trap, and no Crawford said. “Unfortunately, we
one was very comfortable with just didn’t execute in the past few
the ball. They took away a lot of games. We have great gameplans,
our passing lanes and pressured and we just couldn’t get it done.
our wings, and we didn’t handle I don’t know exactly what it was,
that well. We didn’t take the extra and it’s happened year from year.
second to look and find the open We’re right there every year. Last
player and make sure the pass was year we made it to the NCAA
tournament and this year - I’m just
open before we passed it.”
Although the team managed to in shock.”
cut down on the turnovers, things
sports@ lanthorn .com
only got worse in the second half.

»

H

1(2

SPORTS

Thursday, March 4, 2010

Grand Valley Lanthorn

Men s tennis takes out Hope,
looks ahead to Florida
After 6-3 win Tuesday, team prepares to travel south to
play outdoor matches for first time since early fall season
By Greg Monahan
GVL Staff Writer

Take a couple classes at your
Community College
►Costs are much lower
►Credits transfer back to Grand Valley
►Make up that missing credit or get a
jump on next year.
Contact your local Community College for details

With
sunny,
warm
weather in sight, the Grand
Valley
State
University
men’s tennis team played its
last match before heading
south to Orlando, Fla. The
Lakers managed to keep
focus on the task at hand
in taking out Hope College
with a 6-3 decision on
Tudsday, upping their early
season record to 3-2.
After falling behind early
to the Flying Dutchmen, the
Lakers were forced to battle
back and grab hold of the
match.
“We didn’t start out very
well in the doubles, but we
all worked hard and battled
back in the singles,” said
sophomore Jeff Globerson,
who dropped an early
doubles matchup before
winning his singles match
6-2, 7-6(6). “We ended up
taking five out of the six
there. We all fought hard
today and it took a lot of
effort to come back from the
2-1 loss in the doubles, but
it was a good sign that we
ended up pulling it out.”
The team now looks
ahead to a spring break
trip, as the Lakers will
participate in seven matches
during the span of six days,
beginning with Vincennes
University on Sunday and
ending with South Dakota
State University on March

12.

Facing
some
stiff who won both his matches
competition in the upcoming against Hope College, said
matches, GVSU head coach the team can hardly wait to
John Black said his team get down to Orlando.
“Everyone is. looking
will need to work on several
things to have success in forward to the meet in
Orlando,” he said.“lt’s going
Florida.
“We need betterexecution to be awesome just playing
on our shots, better focus outdoors again. We haven’t
all around, and we need to played outdoors since the
return more serves,” he said. early fall season, so it’s a
completely
“We
want
different
to go there
“(The trip) will give
atmosphere,
and keep on
everyone a chance
and it’s just
i mpro v i ng
a great time
to step their game
our level of
to go down
play. We’re
up and show what
there and get
going
to
they can do on the
a lot of match
be playing
experience in,
some
court.”
especially for
nationally
JEFF GLOBERSON
the
younger
ranked
GVSU SOPHOMORE
guys.”
teams,
so
Not
only
we’re going
to see how we compare with will the matches serve as a
them, and that will show us refuge from the lingering
very quickly what we need Michigan winter, Globerson
added they will help the team
to work on and improve.”
In
addition
to
the throughout the remainder of
experience
of
playing the season.
“I ‘ think
going
to
several matches in a short
period of time, Black added Orlando will be really good
that the trip will offer the preparation for us in the
team a chance to connect on future,” he said.“Our lineup
is not fully set right now,
the long road trip.
“It’s definitely a great and it will give everyone a
opportunity for the team to chance to step their game
bond,” he said "We’re all up and show what they
staying in the same complex, can do on the court. The
so everyone is going to be teams down there are pretty
living together for seven good, so it’ll give us good
or eight days while we’re competition and practice to
down there. It’s a great get us ready to come back
opportunity for a lot of team and play matches that really
mean a lot for us.”
members to grow together.”
Rtnonahun @ lanthorn .com
Sophomore Josh Kazdan,

Glen Oaks Community College
888-994-7818
Centerville
www.glenoaks.edu

Grand Rapids
Community
College

Henry Ford

Grand Rapids Community College
616-234-4000
Grand Rapids
www grcc.edu/summerguest

Henry Ford Community College
800-585-HFCC
Detroit-Dearborn
www.hfcc.edu

Community College

Jackson Community College
888-522-7344
Jackson
www.jccmi.edu

JAC K SO
Communit

.edyou

Kalamazoo Valley Community Colleg
269-488-4100
Kalamazoo
www.kvcc.edu

Kalamazoo Valley Community College

Kellogg Community College

KELLOGG
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

,

269 965-3931
Battle Cret&k
www.kellogg.edu

Lake Michigan College

LAKE MICHIGAN
COLLEGE

800-252-1562 ext. 8626
Benton Harbor, Niles, South Haven
www lakemichigancollege.edu

Montcalm Community College

Montcalm Community Q>lk*gc

Muskegon
Community
College

989 328-2111
Sidney
www.montcalm.edu

Muskegon Community College
866-711-4622
Muskegon
www.muskegoncc.edu

Northwestern Michigan College
231 995-1054
Northwnrtrm
Michigan

Traverse City
www.nmc.edu

Schoolcraft College

Schoolcraft
College

734-462-4400
Livonia
www.schookraft.edu

West Shone

West Shore Community College

College

231 845-6211
Scottvllle
www.westshore.edu

Community

GVL Archive
GVSU senior Tony Dang returns a serve during a past match. The men's team will play seven matches
while in Orlando, Fla., during spring break. The team's early season record is 3-2.
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CLASSIFIED RATES
DEADLINES: Noon Friday for Monday. Noon Wednesday for Thursday
E-mail your classifieds:

Employment
Bartenders wanted. Up to
$250/Day. No Experience
necessary. Training provided.
Age
18+
Okay.
Call
1-800-965-6520. ext. 226.
Housing

The Village at 48 West. Stop
in Today! Rates starting at
only $395! 616.895.2400 or
www.48west.gom for more
info
Copper
Beech
Townhomes...the
most
space for the best price! 1, 2,
3, or 4 bedroom units! Lo
cated in Allendale on 48th
Street. Call 616-895-2900 or
visit
copprbeechtownhomes.com
for more information.
Female roommate wanted for
house in Jenison. 10 minute
drive to Allendale. $350 per
month including utilities.
Flexible leases. Move in
ASAP. Boumas@ferris.edu

@

lanthorn

myspace

COMMERCIAL

DEPTS/
NON PROFIT

2 Issues min.

60<t/word

55<t/word

510.°° per week up to 25 words,

3-4 Issues

55<t/word

50$/word

Each additional word 25C

5+ Issues

50$/word

45<£/word

0051 KIRKHOF
STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS:

Allendale CamDus

331 2460
Calls taken Monday-Fridey. 9-4

j

FREE HEAT at Full Circle
Townhomes! Live Green at
Allendale’s only LEED® Sil
ver certified townhomes.
Free digital cable, high speed
internet, and water. Rent
from $430 per person. Only 4
units left! 616.558.8853 or
www.fullcirclegvsu.edu
1-2 Subleasers needed for Fall
2010- Winter 2011 at Meadows
Crossing. Includes free parking,
free highspeed internet, free ca
ble, and free water and sewer.
This lease is a 9 month lease but
you would be able to sign for 12
months. For more information or
it you are interested please
e-mail me at jawalterslax@hotmail.com
Looking for a roommate, possi
bly 2, (male or female) for a
house in Walker (across from
Meijer). House is 3 bedrooms
and 1 bath. Walking distance to
Meijer bus stop and 2 minute
drive to Walker Fire House park
ing lot. Rent is around $350/mo.
with all utilities included (details
will be discussed). Lease begins
May 15, 2010 and is a 12-month
lease. Please call Mallory at (517)
819-2803.
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1 out of 3 college students experienced the illness
or loss of a family member or close friend in the
last year. Talk about loss and help your friends
in need by starting a National Students of AMF
Support Network Chapter at your school.
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Baseball heads south for 11 games in 9 days
Warn splits first
doubleheader of
season against
Quincy University
By Curtis Kalleward
GVL Staff Writer

Monday
marked
the
beginning of the year for
Grand Valley State University
baseball, which went evensteven in a doubleheader
against Quincy University.
GVSU dropped the first game
5-1 before rebounding to take
game two 3-1. Both games
were held at Southern Illinois
University’s home field in
Marion, 111.
“For the most part, we
played well,” said GVSU head
coach Steve Lyon. “We kept
a narrow focus and took the
series one game at a time. We
weren’t necessarily looking at
it as trying to sweep Quincy,
but rather getting settled in.”
Lyon
added
he
was
impressed with his team’s
efforts this early in the season,
though there is room for
improvement.
“There are always some
bumps in the road at the
beginning of the season,” he
said. “We’re beginning to find
some things out about guys’
abilities that are critical to the

I

start of the team being crafted.
We played defense and pitched
well, but it was a cold day so
nobody was hitting well on
either team.”
The leakers were only
able to muster a total of 13
hits between the two games
while Quincy tallied 15. Some
players admitted the day’s cold
weather played against them.
“It takes a while to get
warmed up and it feels like
it’s tough to move at the same
game speed as I’d like,” said
sophomore centerfielder Cody
Grice. “It’s a struggle to stay
warm between innings and
games. The wind blowing
makes it difficult so we were
staying out of it if we could help
it. We all had hand warmers
in our back pockets and wore
coats whenever possible, too.”
The team next travels to
Florida on Saturday for a 10day trip, though it will be for
a far different purpose than the
ones most GVSU students will
have for heading south. The
athletes will play 11 games
in nine days against several
teams considered to be the
cream of the crop in Division
II baseball.
“Our goals in Florida are
to play hard and compete
every day,” said senior second
baseman Ryan Gendron. “If
we put our best foot forward
and give the best we have, then

the rest will take oft itself. The
teams we’re playing are really
good. We just have to give our
all.”
However, the annual spring
break trip to Florida means
more to the team than simply
escaping Michigan’s wintry
bleakness. It offers the team
a chance to stick together and
play through innings in an
unfamiliar bond as well.
“The team starts the
bonding process on this trip,”
Lyon said. “Anytime you go on
a road trip for 10 days, you get
to know everyone a lot better
than you did before you left.
We were successful last year,
both in terms of wins/losses
and growing as a team.”
Gendron said that while
he and his teammates will
work hard in Florida rather
than partying and relaxing like
many of their peers, they will
still enjoy the annual trip.
“Missing spring break
to play baseball is what we
signed up for,” he said. “Being
able to play instead of sitting
on the beach in the sun with
a Corona is still a vacation.
Anytime we can get away
from Allendale and get to the
ball field is exciting. When
we go to Florida and play the
powerhouse teams there, it’s
just like being on the beach for
us.”

jersey style subs, soup 0 salads

Buy One 15”Sub Combo, Get One 15” Sub FREE!
College students
ALWAYS receive
10% Discount,
even without a coupon
5422 S Division
Kentwood, MI 4954#
616.724.2492
www.boardwalksubs.net

The Lakers will leave Saturday for a 10-day trip to Orlando, Fla. to play 11 games in nine days.
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GVL Archive / Andrew Mills
Kyle Schepel pitches during the first game of a home doubleheader against Tiffin University last year.
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Tigers' Cabrera says he
doesn't drink any more
with a $152.3 million contract
had what police said was a
0.26 blood-alcohol reading —
three times above Michigan’s
legal limit for driving — and a
bruised and cut left cheek.
Cabrera apologized to his
teammates for being drunk on a
weekend while the Tigers were
trying to hang on to the lead
in the AL Central. They later
lost the division in a tiebreaker
game against Minnesota.
The 26-year-old Cabrera
spent much of the winter
undergoing counseling. He said
he has quit drinking and doesn’t
miss it.
“When you want something
and you know what you’re
doing is bad. you say this thing
is not right, this thing is not
going to help me in my work,”
he said. “So first you’ve got to
think about yourself. First you
help yourself and then you can
help everybody.”
Having
discussed
his
rehabilitation with reporters
in Detroit in January, Cabrera
arrived at spring training last
week hoping to resume a career
that appeared briefly to be in
jeopardy.
“I was comfortable talking
about everything because I think
you can’t hide it. Someday it’s
(going to come out),” he said.
“I can’t hide what I’m doing;

By The Associated Press
LAKELAND, Fla. (AP) Detroit Tigers slugger Miguel
Cabrera wants to clear a few
things up after the ugly incident
last fall, right before his team
surrendered
t
h
e
American

League
Central
Division
title to the
Twins.

First,
he’s done
drinking Cabrera
alcohol.
And he’s not an alcoholic.
“You guys write in the paper
‘alcoholic,’ that’s not right,”
the Detroit first baseman said
Monday before the Tigers’
morning workout at spring
training. “I don’t know how to
explain, but it’s not an alcohol
problem.”
Five months ago, Cabrera
went 0 for 4 and stranded six
runners in a 5-1 loss to Chicago.
That game started about 12
hours after Tigers general
manager Dave Dombrowski
picked him up at a police
station following a fight with
his wife — apparently after a
late night out.
The All-Star first baseman

I can’t lie to people when they
see something. If I worry about
what everybody is saying,
there is going to be a lot on my
mind. I don’t want that. I want
to do everything I can to play
baseball.”
Cabrera has grown up in the
major leagues, having played
in 87 games for the Florida
Marlins at the age of 20 in
2003.
Manager Jim Leyland has
been impressed with his cleanup
hitter’s decision to confront the
matter publicly.
“He took on a challenge that
he needed to take on. That’s
a sign of maturity,” Leyland
said.
“1 know it was wrong what
I did. but I can’t hide that, you
know?” Cabrera said. “It’s
there, so I have to be a man and
say the truth, and say I made
a mistake and I’ll work in the
season to be better. It’s part of
life to be a man and don’t try to
hide something if it’s broken.”
He did want to make it clear
that he is not an alcoholic.
“It’s what you guys call it,
it’s what you guys say. I don’t
have a problem with you guys
saying that. I’m not going to
put my mind on it every time
you guys write something and I
read it in the paper,” he said.
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